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Focus on the Future 
Once again, it’s the time of year to share Habari za 
Tutaweza (Swahili for, “News of Tutaweza”)!!  The 
changing of seasons seems to promote a bit of self-
reflection and contemplation for most people.  
Unfortunately, our T.V. and on-line news reports these 
days focus on political insults, gun violence, terrorism, 
epidemics, and natural disasters.  It all makes the world 
seem ever more frightening, so our reflections can lead to 
worry and doubt about the future.  We’re fortunate that our 
students in southwestern Tanzania always give us reason 
for hope and provide us with reminders to maintain a 
positive outlook.  In fact, we recently received an inspiring 
essay from Mariam Mgaya with exactly that kind of 

encouragement: 
 
“We must learn to have faith … and not 
give up whenever we pass through 
difficult times. If we give up, we won’t 
achieve anything. I believe in happy 
endings.”  

 
So as we greet the fall season, let’s 
share a sense of gratitude for the 
world around us. We can and must 
remain strong in the face of events 

that try to depress our spirits, and keep spreading the 
belief that education can offer us all “Confidence in the 
Future!” 
 

Trials and Tribulations 
It’s been a challenging year for Andrew Mbughi, our in-
country director and dear friend.  He began experiencing 
serious health problems in March and spent several days 
in the hospital.  Despite numerous tests and consultations, 
no definitive diagnosis resulted.  We communicated with 

him as often as possible, 
became increasingly 
concerned, and were 
finally able to fly him to 
Dar es Salaam for a 
neurological evaluation 
in a clinic affiliated with 
Aga Khan Hospital.  
Epilepsy was diagnosed 
and Andrew is now on 
medication that 
successfully controls his 

symptoms.  He has gradually regained his energy and 
returned to an active lifestyle, but his progress is still being 
monitored.  We will be forever grateful to his friends 
Gervas and Editha Haule who have helped him 

immeasurably throughout this trying time.  Gervas was 
even able to travel with Andrew to Dar and care for him 
during that initial evaluation period, when Andrew was 
barely able to walk. 
 

Jimmy’s Journey 
We started Tutaweza in 2006 with just two students.  
During our first meeting, Jimmy Mabula was a shy young 

man,  unsure about his 
goals.  By the time we 
met him again in 2008, 
he had transformed into 
an outgoing young man 
and a leader in his 
school.  He eventually 
completed Form VI 
under Tutaweza 
scholarship and then 
was awarded a 

government sponsorship to attend 
Ruaha Catholic University in Iringa, 
Tanzania.  Thanks to the wonders of 
modern technology, we have 
recently reestablished contact and 
learned that Jimmy graduated with a 
law degree and is now working in 
Dar es Salaam as a legal officer with 
a group of attorneys.  We are 
excited to be able to meet him 
again, in just a few weeks, when we 
make our 7th trip to Tanzania!  As 
Jimmy says, “We are family and 
must continue our connection.” 

 
Interactive Learning Resources 
for Sangu School 
Knowledge of the Internet and familiarity with using this 
global system of interconnected computer networks to 
locate information is fast becoming a necessity for all 
students.  However, because of their remote location, 
some of our partner schools in Tanzania have no access 
to the Internet.  In an effort to mediate this problem and 
provide students with the tools they will need to get the 
most from their education, Tutaweza will be installing a 
stand-alone web server at James Sangu Secondary 
School for Girls during our upcoming visit in October.  We 
have enjoyed a close working relationship with this school 
since 2007 and are eager to expand the learning 
opportunities for the entire student body.  The server will 
not be connected to the Internet, but will provide access to 
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many of the 
educational 
resources found 
on the Internet.  It 
is built by the 
Rachel Offline 
Organization 
(https://
racheloffline.org).  
Three netbook 
computers to 
access the content 
will also be 
provided.   
This web server is 
based on a Raspberry-Pi computer, similar to the ones 
used in the Raspberry Pi workshop conducted by 
Tutaweza in 2014 at Mbeya Institute of Science and 
Technology.  The fully functional server provides more 
than 50 Gigabytes of learning courses, resources and 
guides from the best educational and reference sources in 
the world including the Khan Academy, Wikipedia for 
Schools, CK-12 Textbooks, Great Books of the World, 
African Storybook Project, Infonet-Biovision, Medline Plus 
Medical Encyclopedia, and Hesperian Health.  You may 
even want to check out this exciting resource yourself: 
http://rachelfriends.org/previews/rachelpi_64EN_4.0/.    
This project is being largely funded by our favorite NGO 
here in Colorado Springs, Fellowship of the Second Mile.  
We are incredibly grateful for their ongoing support, which 
began in 2009, of Tutaweza’s work in Tanzania.  Our 
original proposal to them this year also included a satellite 
receiver which would update the content of the Raspberry 
Pi server over a satellite link (Lantern - https://outernet.is/
products).  Lynn had learned about it through the 
Indiegogo international crowdfunding website and it was 
their goal to have the satellite available by early this year.  
Unfortunately, that release date was delayed, so this piece 
of the system will be installed during a future visit to 
Southwestern Tanzania. 
 

Tutaweza Adds 8 New Students 
 
…thanks to a 
Google Gives 
Campaign 
spearheaded by 
loyal Tutaweza 
friend and 
advocate 
Margaret 
Lisowiec in 
Zurich, 
Switzerland. 
 

Congrats to Anastasia Mngulu 
and Irene Kapinga  

 
...who graduated from 
Form VI in June, 
having received 
Tutaweza 
scholarships for the 
past 6 years.  
 
 
 

 

Tutaweza Tees 
Each time we visit our students, we give them a new 
Tutaweza tee-shirt.  We just had our biggest-ever batch 

printed, since we 
currently have 22 
students on 
scholarship or recently 
graduated!  Our color 
choice this time is 
forest green, so please 
let us know if you’d like 
one to support the 
cause and help spread 
the word about our 
efforts to combat 
poverty by providing 
more educational 
opportunities.  The 
cost is $25 per shirt.  

Youth sizes and women’s cut are also available.   
 

Your smiles create smiles in 
Tanzania! 
Many of you have told us that you love supporting our 
scholarship program through your on-line shopping.  We 
see the evidence through the quarterly Tutaweza 
donations from Amazon Smile!  Our favorite Swahili 
proverb is Haba na haba, hujaza kibaba (which means, 
“Little by little, the pot is filled.”)  
Thank you for  bookmarking smile.amazon.com on your 
computer and continuing to tell your friends and family 
about this easy way to help us fill our scholarship pot.   
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