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It’s that time of year when we enjoy updating Tutaweza family and friends about life in Tanzania.  Our 18 currently 

enrolled students are doing well and send warm greetings.  Each time we read one of their upbeat essays, we are 

reminded of why we named our organization Tutaweza.  Without a doubt, attending school has given them the 

opportunity to develop confidence in the future (i.e. Tutaweza).   

As our students strive to improve their English, we continue to practice our Swahili.  It’s a lyrical, rhythmic language with 

words that are fun to say … lala salama (sleep peacefully), chakula (food), karibu (welcome), baba (father).  And 

of course some, such as hakuna matata (no worries) and rafiki (friend), are familiar to most Americans 

because of Disney’s “The Lion King.”  We receive emails from our dear rafiki, Andrew Mbugi, almost 

every week about Tutaweza students, their progress, and activities at school or during breaks.  We 

especially appreciate the pictures he often includes with these updates, but this one surprised us …   

That’s Andrew sporting a very grey beard!  His comments about the passage of time and how lucky we 

are to have been marafiki for so many years prompted us to take a walk down memory lane.  We found 

this shot from our Global Volunteers trip back in 2001.  

Little did we know then how much we could accomplish through our work together!  
There are now more than 50 students who have benefitted from Tutaweza scholarships over the 
years.  Our wonderful donors, because of your generous hearts, have demonstrated the truth of our 
favorite Swahili proverb: Haba na haba, hujaza kibaba, (Little by little, we achieve our goal)!   

Two-week Trip to Tanzania --- Join us October, 2019!!   

Have you ever considered a volunteer vacation?  As you know, that’s how we originally fell in love with Tanzania.  So, 

we’re returning to our roots, rejoining forces with Global Volunteers, and inviting you to become part of “Team 

Tutaweza” in the village of Ipalamwa (another fun Swahili word to pronounce)!  

We’ve dreamed of including more friends and family in our previous visits 

because there’s nothing like experiencing Tanzania up close and personal.  

However, we aren’t set up to ensure your safety and security, or provide 

meals, lodging or ground transportation.  Global Volunteers does all that and 

more.  Complete information is available on their user-friendly website:   

https://globalvolunteers.org/tanzania 

You’ll have no trouble finding answers to all your questions by perusing the 

website, but please don’t hesitate to contact us directly as well.  We’d like to 

know if you’re considering this adventure with us next October 12—26, 

because registering early and recruiting a group of at least 10 team members 

means discounts.  So, feel free to spread the word. 

Our team will be part of the “Reaching Children’s Potential” project.  We’ll be 

working alongside parents, teachers, local community leaders, and professionals who seek to improve the physical 

and cognitive development of Tanzania’s youth.  By partnering with the Global Volunteers organization, we become 

catalysts for lasting change. 

Of course, changing the arc of a young life doesn’t require traveling around the world.  Tutaweza scholarships have 
changed over 50 lives during the past dozen years.  We thank you for continuing to offer educational opportunities to 
our students through your donations. That is every bit as meaningful, and has as much of an impact as volunteering 
directly. 

https://globalvolunteers.org/tanzania/
https://globalvolunteers.org/tanzania/


Student Spotlight 

One of our requirements is that students must maintain eligibility for their scholarships by earning at least a “C” average, 

but one young lady surpassed all expectations this year. She surprised us with a grade report no other 

Tutaweza student has achieved … straight A’s!  Anualite Mwaduso, age 14, attends James Sangu 

Girls' Secondary School and her favorite subjects are Biology, English, Mathematics, and Chemistry. 

She’s from a subsistence farming family which includes four older brothers, none of whom have been 

able to attend secondary school. Anualite’s winning smile successfully communicates her joy about 

receiving an education.  

While Anualite is just beginning her studies, these 5 students will be graduating or receiving 
certificates by the end of 2018!   

Hilda Singaile, 
Diploma in General 
Nursing 

George Mwambila, 

Certificate in 

Vocational Training, 

Carpentry 

Gloria Mgaya, Secondary 

School Certificate (completion 

of Form IV) 

Bakita John, Secondary School Certificate 
(completion of Form IV) 

Frank Mlelwa, Certificate in 

General Nursing and Midwifery  

Whenever possible, Andrew keeps in touch with our former students as well.  We’re especially proud of Hilda, Baraka, 

Joseph, and Elias who are now working as teachers, as well as Erasto and Herieth who are nurses.  A few, such as 

Grace, have also discovered ways to continue their education toward advanced degrees or 

certifications.   

Jimmy received one of our first Tutaweza scholarships and now has a family of his own.  He 

recently became a professional legal officer.  

We also learned that hard-working Eliud, who graduated in 2015, now owns his own house on 

a small piece of property. 

Whatever their chosen paths, our students’ motivation is always inspiring.  We admire, even more, the part 

each of our donors plays in providing opportunities that open the doors to brighter futures.  

Donor Spotlight 

We have expressed our gratitude to Fellowship of the Second Mile in several past newsletters.  This wonderful 

organization once again responded generously to our 2018 grant proposal, which helped fund 

school fees for two students and car repairs for Andrew 

Mbughi.  In view of their long-standing support, a simple 

thank you seemed insufficient, so we arranged a little 

celebration to honor Mrs. Jo Wasson, FOTSM Founder, and 

Truman Hall, Board Member.  It was a Tanzanian tea party 

to remember! 

Don’t hesitate to request a sample of genuine Kilimanjaro Tea if you’d like to 

schedule your own tea party to tell friends and family about Tutaweza’s work.  

We have lots more to share! 

www.tutaweza.com 

www.facebook.com/Tutaweza 

https://www.tutaweza.com
https://www.facebook.com/Tutaweza/
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/20-8027395

